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The Dynamics of Dialect Speech in the Language Contact Region of Northern
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The northern part of Niigata forms the bounder area in contact with the
Tohoku dialect. Specifically, it refers to 1) a situation in which the Tohoku dialect to the north
of, and Echigo dialect to the south of, the Agano River basin are contrasted, and 2) another
situation in which dialects to the north of the Agano River basin are divided into contrastive
Hokuou and Nanou dialects. In this study, it is aspects such as the 1) on-glide nasal [g] Sounds,
and 2) the centralization of the closed vowel syllables, respectively, that are in more significant
decline. Results revealed the following: (a) With respect to 1l)vestiges of the nasal sound were
recognized in the entire area, but its appearance is unstable, the variation depending on the
syllable is significant. (b) With respect to 2) there is a rapid decline of centralization in the
entire area. On the other hand, there is the trend of maintaining low vowelization and the
development towards a central sound newly leaning towards /-u/.
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