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_This research ﬁroject aims to build a dynamic semantic theory concerning the
event structure of nominals in English and Japanese. Nouns are in general classified into two

types: individual and event nouns; however, object-denoting nouns often imply an event
interpretation. The present study focuses on the event implication of nouns, in terms of the

argument selection of nominals, the formation agent nominals and complex verb constructions with

light verbs. We have revealed that the ‘' event iInterpretation’ has to do with the semantic
composition of those complex nominals.
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beautiful dancer
event meeting

Rappaport Hovav and Levin (1992)

(1a)
(1b)
(1) a. a grinder of imported
coffees b. a grinder, a coffee grinder
Pustejovsky (1995)
-er
driver
2002

driver

Pustejovsky (1995)

pedestrian, passenger, customer, smoker, winner
violinist, professor, doctor, author, magician
-er
driver
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