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One of the Japanese government’ s language policies is the “ spread of the

Japanese language” overseas. In their public relations and other activities, the government of
Japan and related Japanese government agencies are emphasizing the “ necessitg" and “ importance”
of projects for the “ spread of the Japanese language.” But until now, no public opinion surveys
that focus on the “ spread of the Japanese language” have been carried out.

However, if Japan is to continue its work on the “ spread of the Japanese language” into the
future, then there seems to be a need to Ffirst investigate and analyze the awareness and perceptions
of the Japanese people regarding the subject. This research was carried out with the goal of
performing investigations and analyses of such awareness and perceptions, and using them to consider
the desirable future state of projects for the “ spread of the Japanese language” overseas.
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