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A corpus-based study of learner languages on the L2 development of predicate
forms in Japanese and its application to Japanese langauge teaching
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In this study, | investigated the actual usage of polite forms of verbs
among predicate forms produced by L2 learners of Japanese, and made a Contrastive Interlanguage
Analysis that involves comparisons of the use of polite forms of verbs among L2 learners who have
different L1 backgrounds and between native speakers of Japanese and L2 learners, using existing
learner corpora and corpora of native speakers of Japanese. As a result, 1 found out the fact that
the paradigmatic use of standard polite verbs with the auxiliary verb ‘ masu’ decreases, while the
paradigmatic use of nonstandard polite verbs with the auxiliary verb ‘' noda’ or the form of * plain

forms of verbs + desu’” increases, as learners’ proficiency levels become higher, and the fact
that the standard polite verbs are used less frequently by Korean-speaking learners but more
frequently by Chinese- and English-speaking learners than native speakers of Japanese.
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N [ A s | total N [ A s all
30.9% | 21.4% | 13.3% | 10.3% | 15.2% 0.0% | 1.0% | 16.0% | 5.6% | 6.3%
12.7% | 10.3% | 4.0% | 2.4% | 5.5% 2.2% | 2.4% | 4.7% | 23.6% | 6.3%
5.7% | 3.9% | 1.6% | 1.2% | 2.2% 0.0% | 3.4% | 10.7% | 8.3% | 6.1%
0.0% | 0.1% | 0.3% | 1.1% | 0.5% 4.4% | 5.8% | 5.3% | 6.9% | 5.7%
1.0% | 0.3% | 0.2% | 0.2% | 0.3% 4.4% | 3.4% | 4.0% | 0.0% | 3.2%
0.0% | 0.3% | 0.1% | 0.1% | 0.2% 8.9% | 4.8% | 0.0% | 0.0% | 3.0%
50.3% | 36.3% | 19.7% | 15.4% | 23.8% 0.0% | 1.0% | 2.7% | 8.3% | 2.5%
0.0% | 0.0% | 6.0% | 1.4% | 2.1%
0% 0.0% | 1.0% | 1.3% | 2.8% | 1.3%
o | 0.0% | 0.0% | 3.3% | 0.0% | 1.1%
T total 22.2% | 31.9% | 68.7% | 73.6% | 40.9%
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6.6% | 11.6% | 4.1% | 6.6% | 7.4%
0.8% | 2.3% | 8.9% | 7.4% | 5.7%
0.0% | 3.6% | 8.4% | 5.1% | 5.4%
4.5% | 4.6% | 6.3% | 3.5% | 5.0%
1.2% | 0.7% | 5.0% | 3.5% | 2.9%
0.4% | 1.2% | 4.1% | 2.1% | 2.4%
0.0% | 0.6% | 1.6% | 6.4% | 2.0%
0.0% | 0.3% | 2.6% | 4.0% | 1.8%
0.0% | 0.0% | 2.4% | 2.1% | 1.3%
0.0% | 0.1% | 0.5% | 4.6% | 1.1%
total 15.2% | 25.8% | 49.6% | 52.6% | 39.1%
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N 1 A S all
0.0% | 2.4% | 10.2% | 8.3% | 5.4% 3
0.0% | 4.4% 0.8% | 0.7% | 2.4% 1 2
0.0% | 0.4% 5.6 | 2.1% | 2.2%
2.0% | 1.1% 2.1% | 2.1% 1.6%
0.0% | 0.2% 0.5% | 10.4% | 1.5%
0.0% | 0.4% 2.9% | 2.1% 1.4%
1.0% | 0.9% 1.9% 1.4% 1.3%
0.0% | 0.0% 2.7% | 2.8% 1.2%
0.0% | 0.0% 1.6% | 2.8% | 0.9%
0.0% | 0.0% 1.9% 1.4% | 0.8%
total 4.0% | 12.2% | 42.8% | 92.4% | 22.7%




- = 1.0% | 0.0% | 0.0% | 0.2%
- total 30.8% | 41.9% | 28.1% | 36.5%
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Horiuchi 2014a b cs3 | 1-3AS | MIC-J | AIINS
13.7% | 2.0% | 11.3% | 9.3%
4 9.6% | 7.0% | 2.0% | 6.6%
6.8% | 5.06 | 6.0% | 6.0%
2.7% | 12.0% | 1.9% | 5.5%
ST 1-JAS MIC—i 2.7% | 5.0 | 1.9% | 3.3%
1.0% | 4.0% | 0.0% | 1.6%
% 100 2.7% | o.0% | o.0% | 1.1%
KY 3.06 | 0.0% | 0.0% | 1.1%
1.4% | 2.0% | 0.0% | 1.1%
61.6% | 40.4% | 30.2% | 45.9%
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6.3% | 7.6% | 9.9% | 7.4%
2.3% | 2.8% | 4.0% | 2.8% KY
0.4% | 0.8% | 0.8% | 0.6%
1.0% | 0.1% | 0.1% | 0.6% 5 KY
0.2% | 0.7% | 0.3% | 0.3%
0.1% | 0.1% | 0.0% | 0.1% 10
total 10.3% | 12.0% | 15.1% | 11.8%
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csd | 1-3as | wmic-a | annns
17.2% | 19.8% | 16.0% | 17.3% KOR
15.2% | 1.0% | 34.0% | 17.1%
14.5% | 5.3% | 0.0% | 8.4%
6.3% | 7.0% | 4.0% | 5.8%
2.3% | 2.8% | 3.0% | 2.7% ENG
0.0% | 3.0% | 1.0% | 1.0%
2.0% | 2.06 | 0.0% | 1.2% CHN
0.0% | 0.0% | 2.0% | 0.7%
0.7% | 1.1% | 0.0% | 0.6%
0.0% | 0.9% | 1.0% | 0.5%
total | 62.6% | 46.5% | 64.3% | 59.3%
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MIC-J:x 2 251.4

df 1 p .01; CSJ:x?2 573.7 df 1 p
.01; 1-JAS:x % 395.4 df 1 p .01

ENG MIC-J:y 2
36.465 df 1 p .01;CSJ:x 2 140.088

df 1 p .01; 1-JAS:xy % 91.232 df 1
p .01 KOR MIC-J xX? 9.62 df
1 p .01
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