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Assessing the development of foreign language writing skills: Multidimensional
analysis of lexicogrammatical features
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This study has attempted to investigate how Japanese EFL learners develop
their linguistic knowledge as well as their writing abilities as they engage in one-year genre-based
courses. The course focused on two types of genres: emails and summaries. The results showed that
students were more likely to use diverse lexical resources in two pieces of writing at the end of
the course, which had a positive impact on the reader. On the other hand, the quality of students®

writing and their language choices was affected by genre differences. While syntactically more
complex texts (i.e., lexically less dense texts) were highly evaluated by the reader in emails,
lexically more dense texts texts (i.e., syntactically less complex textsg were highly evaluated by
the reader in summaries. The results imply that, as Norris and Ortega (2009) noted, it would be
advisable to employ measurement practices that engage with the construct reality of
multidimensionality.
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| wonder if it would be possible for you to
meet me on Friday, 10 September at our
exhibition.

I’d appreciate it if you could call me within
the next few days.




- | want you to consider this request.
- Would you email me as soon as possible?

academic genre

We can use our knowledge to take vegetables
and grow larger ones which have more
nutrition and better flavor. In other words, we
can improve on nature.

The effective use of plant genetics brings us
more varieties of vegetablesin size, nutrition,
and flavor.
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