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This study has explored how simplified English could be practical for
foreign residents in Japan. The
results show that many participants report that although the recent automatic translation systems
in different languages can be obtained more easily than before, they have difficulties in
understanding necessary information. This study suggests a way in which language support could be
improved, namely, by providing support in simplified English. For those foreign residents who have
little command of the Japanese language, and moreover, are not native English speakers, simplified
English could help to fill the gap in native language support. Some parameters for simplified
English were offered in this study. To provide language support that meets the needs of foreign
residents for active participation in society, roles of simplified English as a multicultural
language should be more examined from multidimensional perspectives for further exploration of the
promising language.
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(1) The Ogden’s Word List
“Simplified English”

the Ogden’s Word List (800
words)

[Original Version]

l What is an earthguake?
Whenever the boundaries in the bedrock
beneath our feet shift, or when great
pressure is exerted onto the bedrock’s
interior and the bedrock breaks, the
shaking from that event is transmitted to
the surface. When a major earthquake
occurs, electricity and water lifelines can
be cut and falling buildings may cause fires
or other secondary damage.

[Simplified Version]

O Do you know about earthquake?
We do not know when or where an
earthquake will happen. The ground
shakes, and houses and buildings are
destroyed. Water, electricity and gas may
stop. There may be fires.

(2) The VoA List "Simplified
English”
the VoA list (1,510
words)

[Original Version]

O What is an earthquake?
Whenever the boundaries in the bedrock
beneath our feet shift, or when great
pressure is exerted onto the bedrock’s
interior and the bedrock breaks, the
shaking from that event is transmitted to
the surface. When a major earthquake
occurs, electricity and water lifelines can
be cut and falling buildings may cause
fires or other secondary damage.

[Simplified Version]

O Do you know about earthquake?
We do not know when or where an
earthquake will happen. The ground
shakes, and houses and buildings are
destroyed. Water, electricity and gas
may stop. There may be fires.

Original Version
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