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For the purpose of clarifying the significance of the distinction between
freedom of belief and freedom of action in the U.S. Supreme Court decisions, this research
considered (1) the influence of the colonial and founding era thinkers® views on the Supreme Court"s

interpretation of the Free Exercise Clause, and (2) the historical development of this distinction
in the Supreme Court decisions. In order to consider (1), this research principally analyzed the
Thomas Jefferson®s 1802 letter to the Danbury Baptist Association and clarified its
political-philosophical, theological and epistemological assumptions. To examine (2), this research
mainly focused on the Supreme Court decision in Reynolds v. United States (1802) in which the
Supreme Court first crafted the distinction between freedom of belief and freedom of action, and
reexamined the traditional understanding that this decision denied the possibility of free exercise
exemptions.
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