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This study examined new trends and challenges that private international
family law is confronted with due to the globalization and changing role of nation states. The
principal results are the following: (i) The belonging and membership of individuals to states and
other collectivities are becoming relative and multilateral, so the nationality no longer represents

an absolute connection of the individual with the nation state which reflects his or her tradition,
customs or culture. (ii) The principle of nationality is still a valid conflicts rule in Japan and
the Republic Korea, whereas European countries apparently have good reasons to turn toward the
principle of habitual residence. (iii) With a view to respecting the individuals® identity, party
autonomy ought to be grated to allow choice of law by the parties. Furthermore, non-state law, such
as religious law or customary law, ought to be respected and taken into consideration in
contemporary private international family law.
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