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3. FDP

1. Some constitutional settings gives a strong position to the German
Federal Chancellor. Meanwhile, his or her position depends on the confidence of ruling parties in
the Federal Diet. So it is important for the Chancellor to keep good relationship with smaller
ruling parties.
2. The Chancellor does not need a vote of confidence from the Federal Council that is one of the
bicameral legislative body. So the governing system of Germany can be evaluated as the
semi-parliamentary cabinet system. When the ruling parties fail to keep the majority of the Federal
Council, the legislative process is influenced by negotiations between the ruling parties and
opposition parties.
3. The FDP had a longest record of government participation in Germany. After 1990, however, the FDP
lost its value as the leader of a prudent foreign policy. The FDP began to take populist
strategies, which gave it temporary popularity but broke its reputation as a party of good governing
ability.
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