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The * honeymoon” effect refers to the hypothesis that new governments
receive especially favorable treatment from the media during the first months after an election that
brings a new party to power. However, this effect is poorly studied in Japan, likely because there
have been only three instances of such partisan transfers of power in recent decades: Miyazawa to

Hosokawa government (1993), Aso to Hatoyama government (2009), and the Noda to Abe government
2012). This study focuses on measuring and understanding honeymoon effects for these three new
governments. Articles were gathered from the three largest national newspapers covering the first
six months of these governments and a coding scheme was developed to conduct content analysis. One
interesting finding is that all three governments received roughly the same amount of prominent
coverage. However, due largely to a change of research institution by the main researcher, the
content analysis was not conducted.
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