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The aim of this research project was to trace the historical development of
the anti-apartheid movement in Japan, which started in the 1960s and continued until the early
1990s, when the apartheid regime fell and was replaced by a democratic government in South Africa.
Based on interviews and other primary and secondary sources, we explored how Japanese activists
initially established and maintained contacts with liberation movements as well as anti-apartheid
movements in other countries, and how they developed a network of anti-apartheid movements in Japan
by framing apartheid as an issue having a direct link to Japanese society. The findings were
published in both English and Japanese, and were presented at several international workshops.

We also facilitated the donation of archives of the Japan Anti-Apartheid Committee (JAAC) to Rikkyo
Research Center for Cooperative Civil Societies, as we considered it important to keep records of
the movements and make them accessible for public.
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