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Criteria for judging the trustworthiness of others before a first meeting
are fame and personal network for the U.S. and Europe (i.e., Germany, Finland, Czech Republic) and
Asia (Jagan and Taiwan), and high achieved status and the same school or birthplace for Russia and
Turkey, both of which partially support previous theories. To determine whether three major
urbanized cities (i.e., Shanghai, Seoul, and Tokyo) share common trust structures, commonalities
were found among the three cities for the relationships between trust and social characteristics
(gender, age, and education), personal networks, and some personality characteristics. Finally, 121
trust researchers from 31 nations gathered in Tokyo in 2017 to participate in an international
conference on trust. A special issue of "Comparative Sociology" stemmed from the conference. The
principal investigator also edited a book entitled "Trust in Contemporary Society" describing the
results of the project.
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