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In the late 1990s there was an international marriage boom with Asia women
in Taiwan and South Korea, and international marriage gained social notoriety. Prior to the 1990s,
foreign wives typically were Japanese women. Marriage and immigration to Taiwan and South Korea
involving Japanese women can be traced all the way back to the era of the Japanese Empire. This
study will use interviews with Japanese women that immigrated at different periods of time to answer

the following questions: How did the women who immigrated to countries with different family norms,
policies for foreign residents, and levels of social develop face these differences? How did the
women grasp the social changes between Japanese society and the society of the country that the
immigrated to? How did they nurture the Japanese identity within their offspring or second
generation? This study points to the hints that those experiences have toward mutual understand and

* multicultural cohabitation” in East Asia.
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