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Revisiting Broken-windows theory: identifying and intervening meso-level
environmental factors that affect crime and disorder
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The research utilized 2 incidents studies, 2 observation studies and 3
social surveys to examine the process where mezzo-level environmental factors affects crime,
disorder and crime prevention behavior, and finally results in fear of crime, along with
neighborhood SES and crime prevention activities. Crime and disorder include stranger-sexual
assault in public space and graffiti and vacant houses. Crime prevention behaviors include use of
lock while going out and device use while walking. The research also conducted 2 field intervention

studies where signs can suppress smoking outside designated smoking area.
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