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A psychological research on immersion education in Japan
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A psychological investigatiions were conducted in Gunma Kokusai Academy
where immersion program is implemented in order to reveal the educational effects on their students
performances and the possible improvements on their educational methods. The following outcomes have

been shown: (1) The English overall skills have been very much improved as expected.(2) The
students have become the balanced bilinguals, especially when they experienced early immersion
program.(3) "Early Immersion" turned to be better than "Late Immersion" and they seem to be

satisfied with their experinces at school.(4)The positive meaning was confirmed for the bilingual
education of a certain subject.



1960

Baker, 1988

Morales, Calvo, and Bialystok, 2012

Fig.1

s

s |

’

3 H L-words
2 m V-words
1

0 T T !

8th graders 8th graders high school university
early late students students
immersion immersion

Fig. 1 The performances of 4 groups for verbal fluency to
generate words that begin with either L- or V-sound.
(from Inoue & Imai, 2015)
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ComParrot™ (can you spot 12 differences between these pictures?

by Bonnle J. Malcolm

Fig. 2 An example of the task of description of the
differences between the two pictures



Table 1
Table 2 The results of the questionnaire

Items in the questionnaire
Means (max: 6) Factors
(SD) Fi F2 F3
I want to live in a English-speaking country for a certain period. 4.6 (1.67) . 934 - 217 099
I always want to go on a trip to any English-speaking countries. 4.5 (1.76) 914 —. 23 23
I want to be acquainted with children from abroad. 4.3 (1.71) . 80 -.13 244
I hope to go to universities in English-speaking countries. 3.2 (1.78) 834 -.014 -.132
1 hope to go to English-speaking universities. 3.8 (1.59) 781 201 -.203]
I hope to get a job for which English is necessary. 4.1 (1.58) .78 303 -.192
1 want to have English-speaking friends. 4.6 (1.60) 751 116 059
1 have lots of opportunities to use English at home. 1.7 (1.23) 515 -.262| —. 241
I'm glad that I am a student here. 4.5 (1.29) 036 781 0251
It's significant to learn at this school. 4.6 (1.18) . 054 731 . 258
I've never thought of a transfer to another school. 3.3 (1.81) 174 . 685 -. 294
I have lots of enjoyable activities other than classes here. 4.7 (1.33) -.152 587 . 054
[There are lots of good students here. 4.2 (1.56) -.143 . 555] 051
It's enjoyable to go to school. 4.3 (1.34) -.074 541 -.071
It's significant also for Japanese to speak English. 5.0 (1.39) ~.041 516 473
I often ask teachers in class whenever I have a question. 3.7 (1.52) -, 025| 402 2179
IA language is not a single important element in communication. 5.0 (1.29 . 166 064 . 660]
I think visitors to Japan from abroad should learn Japanese. 3.6 (1.29) -.188| -.073] 637
I think Japanese people should study English harder. 4.4 (1.63) 171 102 553
Table 1 The results of digit memory span test both in
Japanese and English (Inoue & Imai, 2015)
Japanese English difference 4

Stheradersearly 661 (1.14) 582 (142) 079 (1.63) 2

immersion 11 12

Sthgraderslate 747 (121) 6.08 (152) 1.08 (1.65)

Immersion

high school

students 6.70 (1.06) 4.91 (1.02) 1.80 (1.44)

university

students 6.96 (1.58) 5.20 (1.10) 1.76 (1.73) 3
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