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The most important advantage of Japanese teachers’ educational practices is

that they have succeeded in improving students’ competences by adopting the policy of attaching
great importance to understanding children. However, to date, there are no general methods in
Japanese pedagogy to effectively analyze this practice. One possible solution is the use of
narrative inquiry, which is one of the most superior methods of educational practice analysis.
However, it is in the process of developing a way to connect the understanding of children and the
improvement of students’ competencies.

In this study, I interviewed excellent Japanese teachers and Canadian narrative inquiry researchers
to_determine a methodology that integrates the understanding of children and the improvement of
their competences. | discovered some vital points for educational practices in the 21st century, as
well as insights into the teacher education being used to develop the next generation of the
experts.
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