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This study describes the slower development of “ education for democratic
citizenship (politische Bildung)” in Austria compared to that in Germany and identifies the factors
impeding it. Legislation related to the education of the second republic of Austria shows that the

ruling coalition in the 1950s and 1960s made nation (re)building a priority with the assistance of
the cultural tradition, but it made light of the role of education in stabilizing the democratic
regime. In addition, this policy was tolerated by the victor countries.

Also, this study points out that politische Bildung development since around 1990 was facilitated by
factors such as the Waldheim affair, new membership in the European Union, and lowering of the
voting age to 16, which demanded greater capability of citizens to participate in politics
consciously and critically. One can infer from these discussions that the Austrian nation-(re)
building process was completed during that era.
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