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What conditions are required for becoming an ethical consumer?
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This research attempts to organize the conditions for becoming an “ ethical
consumer” in Japan through a review of previous research and interview research about the concepts
underlying this phrase both domestically and internationally. Respondents were academics who have
studied about consumer education and home economics, and participated in activities of the Conscious
Consumer Network. National policy and life values form the background for the concept and behavior
of the “ ethical consumer” . It was found that people think deeply from an “ ethical” viewpoint
regarding aspects such as what and how they can change their daily lives. They discuss and assess
their actions depending on their own situation. Furthermore, the requirement for people as

individual citizens to have the capability to make changes to their behavior and general society,
including poverty and disparities in economic power, was raised.
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