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1): We give a scheme to attack the following conjecture proposed by
Cornuejols, Guenin and Margot:"Every ideal minimally non-packing clutter has a transversal of size
2." Moreover, we show that the clutter of a combinatorial affine plane does not have any ideal
minimally non-packing clutter of blocking number at least 3. 2): We prove that the chord expansion
number equals the value of the Tutte polynomial at the point (2,-1) for its corresponding interlace
graph. 3): A safe set of a graph G=(V,E) is a non-empty subset S of V such that for every component
A of G[S] and every component B of G[V-S], we have |A|+1>|B| whenever there exists an edge of G
between A and B. We give several graph theoretical properties of this concept. Furthermore we
evaluate computational complexities of the problem of computing the minimum weight of a safe set on
several graph classes.
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