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ADAM and ADMTS family of proteins are extracellular modular
metalloproteinases composing of several functional domains other than the catalytic domain.
ADAM/ADAMTS proteinases play key roles in development and morphogenesis, and are also involved in
numerous disease conditions. Most ADAMs are type | membrane proteins whereas all ADAMTS members are
soluble proteinases. ADAMs and ADAMTSs share functional domains other than the catalytic domain. The

purpose of this study is to elucidate structure-function relationships of ADAM/ADAMTS family
proteinases. We have solved crystal structures of the zymogen form of VAP2, a snake venom ADAM, and
revealed the common architecture of the pro-domain of ADAM/ADAMTS family proteinases.
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