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Investigation on antiviral agents against severe fever with thrombocytopenia
syndrome virus (SFTSV)
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SFTS is an emerging tick-borne infectious disease. Its fatality is quite
high. However, there are no antiviral agents currently approved for clinical use. We have
established a safe and rapid assay system for screening selective inhibitors of SFTSV and tested
various compounds in the assay system. When ribavirin and favipiravir were examined for their
anti-SFTSV activity, their EC50 values were 40.1 £ 16.3 and 25.0 + 9.3 p M, respectively. Both
compounds have already been reported as selective inhibitors of SFTSV replication in vitro.
Furthermore, amodiaquine was found to be effective against SFTSV (EC50 = 19.1 + 5.1 p M).
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