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Retransplantation from brain death and organ transplant from Bioethic and
Medical anthropological views
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Although retransplant have increased with developments in technology and
revision of the law, it is difficult to find informants because recipients rely on living donors:
this is perceived as shameful in Japanese culture. Two retransplant recipients agreed to be
interviewed in 2014-2016; one became a re-retransplant candidate. 1 also learned much from other
retransplant recipients off the record. My research shows transplant operations increasing and being

perceived as less unusual among medical professionals and the public. However, public perception
tends to be that an organ transglant saves a person’ s whole life: knowledge of the need for
retransplants is lacking. Now that transplant medicine enables recipients to live longer,
retransplants are becoming more necessary, Ieadin? to greater organ shortages. Recipients have to
confront the issue of seeking a second donor. Follow-up research into each organ is necessary, as
recipients have different experiences following transplant.
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