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Children®s social competence three years after an earthquake
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The Great East Japan Earthquake/Tsunamis on March 11, 2011 caused severe

damage to the Sanriku coastal area, where we had been performing a birth cohort study since 2003.

It occurred in the middle of our 5.5-year-old examination. The approximately 500 mother-child pairs
were compulsorily divided into two groups. Social Mature test (SM test) at 5.5 years of age was
significantly lower in the postearthquake group than in the preearthquake group. Concerning scores
of the 30-month-old Child Behavior Checklist and 42-month-old Kaufman Assessment Battery, there were
no significant differences between the two groups.

Five years later, we conducted the same test, SM test, and compared the two groups. There are no
differences between two groups.
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