©
2014 2016

Inequity in physician supply: The impact of 2004"s Postgraduate Training Program

Sakai, Rie

3,800,000

2004

10

The postgraduate training program, which began in 2004, reportedly created
regional physician supply inequities, especially in more rural areas. If poorer population health
outcomes resulted, inequities should be remedied. In our study, associations between physician
supply and population health were explored, based on vaccination and mortality. We focused on
pediatricians, for whom severe shortages were reported, and ophthalmologists, for whom numbers were
considered saturated. Our study showed that areas with higher pediatrician supply had lower infant
mortality and higher vaccination rates. Results support a policy to correct physician supply
inequities. The number of ophthalmologists increased about 4% between 2006 and 2012, whereas
physicians minus ophthalmologists increased about 10%. After 2004, inequity in ophthalmologist
supply decreased, increasing for other physicians.
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