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Kampo treatment for malignant melanoma
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Medical care in Japan treats cancer patients by fusing western medicine and
Kampo medicine. Juzentaihoto (JTT) has also been reported to prevent cancer metastasis and
recurrence. In this study, we examined the JTT efficacy for natural killer (NK) cell activity, and
on the metastasis characteristics by the combination with the anti PD-1 antibody using melanoma
metastasis model mice.
JTT significantly suppressed of mouse malignant melanoma metastasis, B16 cell metastasis, but
injection of anti asialo-GM1 antibody into mice abrogated inhibitory action of JTT on tumor cell
metastasis. JTT significantly increased Interleukin (IL)-12 and interferon (IFN)-y level in serum,
and NK cell activity. JTT increased inhibitory action of anti PD-1 antibody on B16 cell metastasis.
The results suggested that JTT inhibits B16 cell metastasis through NK cell activity. Additionally,
therapies of combination with JTT and anti PD-1 antibody appear to be a means of increasing response

rates for melanoma.
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