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Pancreatic congestion in liver cirrhosis correlates with impaired insulin
secretion
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Although impaired glucose tolerance is common in cirrhosis, pathogenesis of
this condition remains undefined. This study aimed to clarify pathogenesis related to the pancreas
in cirrhotic patients, and to evaluate associations between insulin secretion and pancreatic
congestion. Pancreatic perfusion parameters were analyzed by dynamic contrast-enhanced ultrasound
(CE-US) in cirrhotic and non-cirrhotic patients and prospectively compared to A CPR; a parameter for

secretion of insulin. CE-US study showed that pancreatic drainage times were greater in the
cirrhotic group, and had a significant negative correlation with A CPR. In_conclusion, pancreatic
congestion was present in cirrhotic patients. Moreover, pancreatic congestion and insulin secretion

were significantly correlated. This pathogenesis could be a key factor underlying the development of
hepatogenous diabetes in cirrhotic patients.
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