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Non-receptor type, proline-rich protein tyrosine kinase 2 (Pyk2) is a possible
therapeutic target for Kawasaki disease

Nakamura, Akihiro
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Kawasaki disease is a pediatric vasculitis whose etiology remains elusive.
On the basis of experimental study with mouse model for KD, we report here that non-receptor type
proline-rich tyrosine kinase 2 (pyk2) might be involved in the pathogenesis of KD. Pk2-KO mice were
resistant to candida albicans extract (CAWS)-induced KD-like vasculitis. Two angiostatic chemokines,
CXCL9 and 10 were increased in response to stimulation with CAWS. Considering that neo-angiogenesis
is associated with KD-like murine vascuitis, sustained increase of these chemokines might be

involved in resistance of pyk2 KO-mice to the vasculitis. Overall, pyk2 might be a promising
therapeutic target for KD.
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