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Mechanism of subepithelial invasion in the superficial pharyngeal cancer
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Superficial-type pharyngeal squamous cell carcinoma (STPSCC) is defined as
carcinoma in situ or microinvasive squamous cel lcarcinoma without invasion to the muscular layer.
Imaging mass spectrometry 5IMS) is suitable for phospholipid analysis because this technique can
distinguish even fatty acid compositions and was conducted to elucidate the distribution of PC
species in STPSCC tissues. STPSCC tissue sections from five patients were analyzed, and we found
that three kinds of phosphatidylcholine species containing arachidonic acid were increased in the
subepithelial invasive region. These results may be associated with the invasion mechanism of
hypopharyngeal carcinoma.
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