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Development of a pain assessment_index aimed at improving the quality of pain
management in elderly patients with dementia

Kawamura, Mikiko
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The purpose of this study was to clarify the process of pain assessment of
elderly cancer patients with dementia. Date was collected participant observation and
semi-structure interviews. All of the date was then analyzed using a grounded theory approach. 25
nurses in their fifth or more years as nurses who have experience of managing pain in cancer
patients with dementia. The assessment process until the nurse judges that there is pain in the
patient begins with "detecting the difference in appearance", since the patient can not
appropriately appeal the degree of pain, " State "" general condition " the view of the team
signature frequency, sustainability "judged the degree of distress. Furthermore, when there is
agreement with the pathological condition of cancer"”, rescue analgesic drugs. were tried and it was
judged that there was cancer pain when pain was alleviated



(Bernabei et al., 1998 ; Davies & Higginson,
2004 ; Iritani, Thogi, Miyata, & Ohi, 2011)
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