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Development of assessment scale to provide spiritual care for the elderly
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The purpose of our study was to create assessment indices to provide
spiritual care for the elderly. Three types of assessment indices were provided: indices for nurses,
those for families, and those for the elderly themselves. The first type targeted hospital nurses,
and the second type targeted families of elderly inpatients. These indices as assessment scales were
examined based on data from surveys, and its validity and reliability were confirmed. Indices for

assessment by the elderly themselves; however, could not be organized as a scale due to an
insufficient number of subjects. As a tendency commonly observed in the surveys, <care for the
elderly to find the meaning of their existence> achieved lower scores than the other subscales
related to spiritual care for the elderly provided by nurses, revealing the necessity of improving
their practical skills in this area as a challenge for nurses to appropriately provide spiritual
care.
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