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Recovery of Traditional Performing Arts and Dark Tourism at Disaster Sites

HASHIMOTO, Hiroyuki
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The purpose of this research is to demonstrate the noteworthy power and the
role of folk performing arts by fieldwork in the reconstruction and revitalization of communities
that have suffered catastrophic blows, and as a mechanism to sustain its effect, to examine ways to
introduce disaster-stricken tourism. Unotori Kagura based in Fudai village in Iwate prefecture was
taken up as a case. Although the struggle of the Kagura members after the Great East Japan Great
Earthquake is common to the groups of folk performing arts around coastal areas, Unotori Kagura
supported by wide-ranging belief has a great social impact and its trend is worth watching. This
research gathered information and analyzed data on the tour record after the Great East Japan
Earghq%ake and verified the possibility of disaster-stricken tourism as some help for community
revival.
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