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In order to investigate whether verb information is all together ignored in L2
processing (coarse-grain account) or it is simply too weak to override strong general structural
preference of analyzing an NP directly following a verb as the verb’ s direct object (restricted
fine-grain account), this study tested sentences with unbounded dependency structure using eye-tracking
technique in reading. The purpose of the study was to examine whether Japanese EFL learners would still
ignore the verb’ s subcategorization information and adopt a direct object analysis even when an NP does
not appear following the verb. The results demonstrated that Japanese EFL learners have and use verb
subcategorization as well as thematic information in the processing of filler-gap dependencies, providing
support for the restricted fine-grain account in L2 sentence processing.
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(1a) That's the letter that the reporter ,
smiled about at the party.

(1b) That's the letter that the reporter
interviewed about at the party.
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