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Medical anthropological research on “Uncertainty® among medical doctors
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The aim of this research is to describe how doctors deal with *
uncertainty’ regarding treatments. Ushiyama, Shingae, Teruyama and Yoshida conducted interviews
with doctors who treat atopic dermatitis, HIV/AIDS, developmental disabilities and borderline
personality disorder respectively and compared the differences of the quality of ‘ uncertainty’
depending upon the disease.

It was found that doctors dealt with different type of ‘ uncertainty,” depending upon the type of
disease and how well established the treatments are. However, in terms of each disease, doctors
stated that aspects of patients’ social life, such as their mental state and their relationship

with family, friends or lovers, as an ‘ uncertainty.” Even though doctors ensure that they

themselves follow the treatments based on guidelines and evidence-based medicine, such uncertainty
cannot be solved and has to be dealt with doctors’ skills and knowledge they have learnt tacitly in
their clinical experiences.



1980

EBM
EBM
HIV/AIDS
4
HIV/AIDS
3
2013 2016 11
6 9 9
2

HIV/AIDS
HIV/AIDS



1997
HAART Highly Active Anti-Retroviral
Therapy

HIV/AIDS

HIV/AIDS

HIV/AIDS

HIV/AIDS

HIV

HV/AIDS

DSM

DSM




EBM
10
’ ’ ’ 81(4)1
2017, 670-689
, 16, 2015, 36-57
30
2017
, HIV
s , 2017
2017
HIV
, 2017
s , 2016

Shingae Akitomo, Gay Men and HIV/AIDS in
Japan: "Gay Communities", the State, and
Gay ldentities, International Symposium:
LGBT Politics in Asia: Queering the State,
Religion, and Family Place of Presentation,
2016

, 2015

Ushiyama Miho, The folk medicine market
in Japan : The case of eczema, British
Association for Japanese Studies, 2015

Teruyama Junko, Perspectives on the
Treatment and Intervention Practices for
Autistic Children in Japan, Child"s Play:
Multi-sensory Histories of Children and
Childhood in Japan and Beyond, 2015

Ushiyama Miho, Indigenous medical
knowledge in Japan: From the case of Atopic
Dermatitis, the International Union of
Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences,
Inter-Congress, 2014

8

2015, 224
@
Ushiyama, Miho
30434236
@
Shingae, Akitomo
70516682
©)
Teruyama, Junko
10745590
*
Fukui, Eijiro
10533284
®)
Yoshida, Naofumi
()
Yoshinao, Kanako
Q)

Miyachi, Junichiro






