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A study of parent-child relationship in three generations : Their social resources
and their feelings exchanged among them.
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Through the whole study period, 27 grandparents participated in the interview
survey.As for the breakdown of the number according to the residential area of target people, 16 people
were in Kanto area and 11 people were in Kansai area. In addition, as for the breakdown of the
age-specific number of grandchildren, 13 people had toddlers and 14 people had adolescents. A part of the
collected interview data was analyzed and was organized into two articles. Grandmothers continued support
as a senior of the lives while carrying a role of the child care, because their children were agonized
for coexistence of work and the child care as for ?randparents who had a grandchild of toddlerhood. On
the other hand, as for grandparents who had an adolescent, there were a lot of people having wartime
experience. They began the final stage of their life in terms of age and confronted generativity
assiduously.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is as follows;

Firstly, to investigate a relationship
between aging and generativity through an
analysis of conflict concerning parenting
with mothers and daughters. Secondly, to
the conflict affected

mothers. Two grandmothers (69- and 63-

investigate how

years- old) with grandchildren, who live

respectively in the Greater Tokyo
Metropolitan area and the Tohoku Region.
Semi-structured interviews were
performed. One focus of the analysis was
on the conflicts recounted by the
grandmothers. The data was analyzed
through five points of view, and then by
using thematic analysis. Based on their
own life-experiences, grandmothers
supported their daughter’s independence

and careers. One grandmother opposed her

husband’s traditional views on gender roles.

The other

conflict between her traditional parenting

grandmother experienced
and her daughter’s scientific contemporary
method. Conflict between mothers and
daughters concerning parenting indicated
gaps in generation and culture. Issues of
female independence, traditional gender
roles, scientific parenting, and city versus
rural sense of values surfaced within the
of the

Mothers in their sixties seem to find their

process conflict management.

identity by living through their daughters.

Abstract

Purpose: This study’s purpose is as follows;
Firstly, how do elderly people with
adolescent grandchildren find balance
between their identities (the individual

identity & the relational identity)?

Secondly, what is the relationship between
identity and generativity?

Background: Three-generation households
are decreasing in Japan, however
grandparents live near their children and
have frequent contact on account of the
grandchildren. Entering their final years of
their lives, elderly people will review their
lives (Erikson, 1997). However, how will
they systematize their identities as parents
and as grandparents? Through the
grandparents’ narrative, a dimension of
relational identity would be investigated
(Jesselson, 1992; Okamoto, 1997, Sugimura,
1999).

Methods: Two grandparents (87-year-old
man and 70-year-old woman) with
adolescent grandchildren, who live in Tokyo
participated. Semi-structured interviews
were performed. Using a matrix, the
transcribed protocols were classified
through three periods (from childhood until
marriage, parenthood, and
grandparenthood) and through the point of
view from individual and relational
1dentities in each period. Each description
was also analyzed using thematic analysis
(Riessman, 2008) in the matrix.
Conclusions: The subject’s point of view
regarding their lives was dominated by
their relational identity. In addition to a
cultural factor, the influence of their theme
(lone survivor in his family of the
Firebombing of Tokyo, loss of her parents)
in their life course until their marriages
was apparent. Their theme as parents (loss
of his daughter, entering her husband’s
family business) was integrated. As a
result, when they entered

grandparenthood, they were motivated to



pay attention to generativity. Finally, they
referred to their identity as an individual

in their twilight years.
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