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The research examined the role of community-based school governance in
promoting social cohesion in conflict-affected societies. More concretely, the study investigated
how schools affect social cohesion in a multi-ethnic community and how multi-ethnic school boards
promote such a school’ s role in post-conflict Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH). The study found that
school boards were not functioning actively because of the lack of incentives and political
interference. Nevertheless, interviews with minority youth in post-genocide Srebrenica revealed that

schools appeared to build inter-ethnic trust by providing the opportunity for inter-ethnic
interaction. Interviews with school board members in the highly multi-ethnic Brcko district
suggested that the multi-ethnic member representation on school boards enhance school legitimacy
which was critical in drawing students of different ethnic groups, thereby facilitating school role
of promoting social cohesion.
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