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Utilizing Multifunctionality of Washi Materials Production for Restructuring
Societies
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Washi is disappearing while a_domestic material decreases sharply. This
research clarifies changes of the mountain village which was a main cultivation place of the
material, and grasps the present condition and the problem in Washi material production, and
examines multifunctionality of Washi materials production.

Washi material cultivation declined while changing of occupation and work form, purchase prices.
Mitsumata was cultivated in the shifting cultivation, but disappeared with afforestation. Employment

labor became an income source and cultivator decreased. Collaborative work changed to employment
labor, and income attractiveness of Kozo faded.Material import increased owing to the typhoon
damage, and Kozo with insufficient care increased by the cultivator®s aging, and purchase prices
have fallen. Wild life damage of wild boar has arisen and the cultivator 1s reducing cultivation
volition. And there was a contractor who holds stock of Kozo.
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