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Establishment new HCC derived cell lines that support efficient hepatitis virus
replication.
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We established a new cell line that is positive for cancer stem cell marker,
EpCAM and supports efficient HCV replication and infection (JFH-1 and HJ3-5), from HCC tissue infected
with genotype 1b HCV. KH cells have intact RIG-1 sequence and produce IFN signaling, therefore, HCV
replication once decline and increased again after infection. TP53 status of KH is wild and established
tumor formation in NOD-SCID mice. Thus, we established a new HCC cell line that support efficient HCV
replication and infection. Further studies should be needed to establish KH derived cells that support an

efficient genotype 1b HCV replication.
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