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Involvement of apoptosis inhibitory factor of macrophage (AIM) on
pathophysiological condition of chronic liver disease
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Apoptosis inhibitor of macrophage (AIM) is a protein that is specifically
produced and secreted from macrophages, and is involved in metabolic syndrome and insulin resistance.
However, the association between AIM and chronic liver disease is unclear. In this study, we found that
the serum AIM concentration is correlated with liver fibrosis in chronic hepatitis C and nonalcoholic
fatty liver disease (NAFLD). In addition, we showed that AIM and adipocytokines are associated with the
pathogenesis of chronic hepatitis C and NAFLD through different mechanisms. Furthermore, liver fibrosis
induced by a choline-deficient amino acid-defined diet was promoted in mice expressing
macrophage-specific AIM. These results show that AIM is both a candidate marker and a stimulatory factor

for liver fibrosis in chronic liver disease.
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