2014 2015

—Galectin-7 —

Expression of Galectin-7 in cholesteatoma matrix and its clinical significance
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Galectin-7, a member of lectin family, contributes to different events associated
with the differentiation and development of pluristratified epithelia. By proteomic analysis of middle
ear cholesteatoma obtained at operation, we found galectin-7 as a specific protein constituting
cholesteatoma. As galectin 7 could be detected in cholesteatoma matrix but not in middle ear mucosa, it
might be a good marker of the residue in surgery of middle ear cholesteatoma. Residue of the matrix is
considered a main cause of cholesteatoma recurrence. Therefore, detection of galectin-7 by

immunofluorescent staining method would be an useful procedure in detecting presence of residual
cholestetoma.
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