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This research project is about the end of the British Empire in the Middle
East. Over the last half-century the Persian Gulf region has gone through oil shocks, wars and
political changes but the basic entities of the southern Gulf states has largely remained in place.
Historically, nine separate states had stood in parallel to each other under British influence. At
various points, plans were discussed to amalgamate the nine into one, two, three or even four
separate entities. The eventual emergence of the smaller but prosperous members such as Qatar,
Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates was not evident at all until 1971. How did such a resilient
system arise, given the seemingly contested societies? Drawing on original archival research, this
project illuminated a series of negotiations between British diplomats and the Gulf rulers that
inadvertently led these states to take their current shapes and address the crucial issue of
self-determination versus "better together”.
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