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Depopulated rural communities and their resource management
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This study examined the current situation of rural communities and their
resource management in Japanese mountain hamlets under severe depopulation, focusing on the
relationships between emigrants and their hamlets of birth. The study discussed roles and features
of emigrants in the resource management of depopulated mountain communities, and it was demonstrated

that emigrants were important in considering sustainable resource management of depopulated
mountain communities. It is possible that mountain communities and their activities can be partially
continued, even though there will be no inhabitants, in a manner that people connected with each
other through common resources and scheduled opportunities to manage the resources, and people and

places connected through immovable resources.
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