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The aim of the present project has been to investigate the activities of the
Japan Islamic Congress, which is said to have enjoyed a huge membership in the 1970s through
unusual missionary strategies, and to situate it within the history of Japanese reception of Islam.
It has been concluded that, while its activities can partially be characterized as an attempt to
indigenize Islam in Japanese contexts, the group can be better understood as a new religion. Major
factors behind this conclusion include: its founder, called ‘' Great Master’ by his followers,
assumed the role of a healer; the group focused on organizing large-scale rituals such as
mass-conversion ceremonies; and the group membership was more emphasized than being a Muslim.
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