(®)
2014 2015

The intellectual exchange between two pro-American intellectuals: Japanese Asakawa
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Through this project, | examined the intellectual exchange between two
pro-American intellectuals: Japanese Asakawa Kan' ichi and Chinese Hu Shih.

Asakawa and Hu had thus made remarkable achievements in each academic field. Although Asakawa and Hu
were originally very hesitant to involve in politics, they were ready to take action or express their
opinions overseas to protect national interests in cases of national crisis.

It is interesting to note that Asakawa and Hu had accidentally met on the way to their own countries in
June 1917. It can be confirmed from their recently discovered diary and letters that Asakawa and Hu
formed lasting relationships afterwards. These two closely-tied men were ironically forced to stand in
opposition on policies toward the US during the second Sino-Japanese war. This project clarified the
relationships between Asakawa Kan' ichi and Hu Shih, shedding new light on Japan-China historical
relations of the first half of the 20th century.
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