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Analysis of floor patterns in notated choreography of the Baroque period
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In notated choreography widely used during the Baroque period, dances were
recorded from an aerial view, thereby showing not only the steps but also the patterns traced by
dancers on the floor as they move. While previous studies observed that these patterns often show
clear symmetry, this study establishes an original method to analyze these floor patterns. It
subdivides symmetry from the viewpoint of space and time and introduces other principles of
patterns, such as parallelism and repetition.

This original method makes it possible to analyze the floor patterns of notated choreography more
comprehensively. Many choreography collections are examined using this method and remarkable
differences between dances for balls and those for theatrical works are revealed. Furthermore, this
method proves that dancers’ gender and the genre of the dance strongly influence floor patterns.



1700

1700
Feuillet

Lancelot




LM
FL

Meredith Ellis Little. Carol G. Marsh.
1992. La danse noble: An Inventory of
Dances and Sources. New York: Broude
Brothers.

Francine Lancelot. 1996. La Belle Dance.
Paris: VAN DIEREN EDITEUR.

1700
Feuillet LM
1700-Feu, FL/1700.1/ Pécour
LM 1700-Péc, FL/1700.2/
Feuillet

Pécour

Feuillet Pécour

Pécour

LM 1704-Péc, FL/1704.1/

18
20



23

20
50

85

Pécour LM 1700-Péc,

FL/1700.2/ Feuillet
LM 1700-Feu, FL/1700.1/

Little

(k1] SEBIRA LSRRG DR

paaiae HE BRI | AR FiT
1700-Péc 9 39.4% 48.0% 10.6%
1700-Feu 5 74.9% 25.1% 0%
1704-Péc 21 70.6% 25.1% 1.6%
Pécour
LM 1700-Péc, FL/1700.2/
Feuillet LM 1700-Feu,
FL/1700.1/
Pécour
1704 LM

1704-Péc, FL/1704. 1/

Feuillet

LM 1710 -Rcl,
FL/1710.1/
10 LM 1712-Rcl, FL/1712.1/
10
[£2] EXREREEEDODHT
SWEE L HRASHFR PR AT
ERBERG 50 37.6% | 51.0% 3.0%
ERBETH 21 335% | 56.1% 2.7%
ERBERE 29 405% | 47.2% 3.2%
Pécour LM
1700-Péc, FL/1700.2/
2.0% 0%
2.7%
8.4% 7.7% 9.1%
Dezais



[%& 3] IRERB DO -
— — — Little
HRITHR L HRATFR =POEH AT
Feuillet 12 56.0% 42.7% 0%

Pécour 48 49.8% 41.1% 3.9%
Balon 17 50.1% 36.6% 2.8%
Dezais 6 19.8% 69.7% 4.5%
[£5] EBER DT
ZpiEs [is='¢ feEh J=PSET AT
Bourée 19 36.0% 57.8% 3.0%
Forlane 7 38.5% 55.2% 0%
Gavotte 9 51.5% 38.3% 1.9%
Gigue 4 76.7% 23.3% 0%
Lancelot
Menuet 7 20.3% 66.7% 6.1%
Passepied 13 31.7% 41.4% 19.4%
[£4] RTER DT Rigaudon 15 39.7% 54.8% 1.8%
N7 iER B8 FEIHFR BIFR FE1T Sarabande 3 69.6% 30.4% 0%
gEs (80 61 38.7% 50.1% 4.0%
Bl (B%) 15 61.1% 32.8% 2.2%
5 1 64.6% 35.4% 0%
:jj EZZ) 8 93 8“/0 63"/D OO/0 Venuet
7 — - . Passepied
Passepied
Menuet
Menuet
Menuet 18
17
Courante
18
Little




Menuet Passepied

@
AKATSUKA Kentaro

10528821



