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This research pursued a non-Philological approach in waka (31-syllable
premodern Japanese poem) annotation, clarifying some attitudes of premodern Japanese toward *
canon.”  Since this approach uses facts from the day of the annotator, such as slang, dialect and
custom, it could be defined as an “ ethnological approach.”

Actual results are the three followed: (1) Unraveled a type of interpretation of a *“
canonized” waka among nobles from late ancient period to late medieval period. (2)Unraveled a part
of the interpretation of “ canon” among early modern intellectuals through Utamakura books (books

analyzing waka place-names). (3)Assembled a database of ethnological comments on waka, made by

famous premodern researchers and their school.
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