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This project focuses on historical imagination represented in nineteenth-
century English poems and poetics, and finds in them the conflict between Antiquarianism and
Victorianism. Traditionally the emphasis on sensibility and themes commonly associated with the
Middle Ages was defined as “ Medievalism” ; but if we use this term, the attitude which is similar
to it but belongs to different eras will be ignored. For this reason, | redefined such attitude by
the term “ Antiquarianism” and analyzed Matthew Arnold’ s discussion on the translation of Classics

and Walter Pater’ s _Renaissance_ along with several Medievalist poems. 1 also scrutinized Haydn
White’ s _Metahistory_and compared what he defined as “ historical imagination in the nineteenth-
gen;ugy European historiography” with the poems and poetics of the contemporary Medievalist poets
in Britain.
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