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A contrastive study of closeness and operative speech level in the Japanese and
Korean languages: Construction and verification of a closeness measurement scale

KIM, Ahran
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o _In this study, we focused upon the lack of a scale in the field of
linguistics for measuring the closeness of conversation participants, and examined whether the RCI

(Relationship Closeness Inventory) used in social psychology may be adopted. RCI is a model
developed in the 1980s, so we conducted a survey adding new items such as the state of SNS usage. We

used the Japanese and Korean Iangga%es as subjects, and thus conducted the survey in both of those
countries. We felt that cultural differences may influence determination of closeness, and conducted

interview surveys accordingly. In addition, we also conducted a discourse analysis in order to
check whether speech level selection and discourse strategies changed depending upon closeness.
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