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Within the framework of the Minimalist Program, there are two thematic theories:
the constructionalist approach and the theta system approach. My research has revealed that the
constructionalist approach can solve the problem with overgeneration of argument structure alternation. |
have also shown what structure intransitive and causative alternants of verbs have in terms of syntactic
identity condition on verb phrase ellipsis.
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jump, run, stroll, walk

e.g. stroll, stump, tiptoe

walk

stroll in aslow way

theta system approach

constructionalist approach

1 Theta System Approach

a John walked home,
b. Mary waked John home.
¢. John strolled home.
d. #Mary strolled John home.
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2 stroll



walk

a walk +in aslow way: amble, slouch, stroll
b. walk + with heavy steps: clump, plod, slog
¢. walk + with quick steps: mince, pad, stride
d. walk + in an unsteady way: stagger, toddle,
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anger, bother,
worry 3

a. John worried about Mary’s poor health.
b. John was worried about Mary’s poor health.
¢. Mary’s poor health worried John.
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bake, cook,

make 3
a. Mary made a cake.
b. Mary made a cake for John.

¢. Mary made John a cake.
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