(®)
2014 2016

An Empirical Study of Knowledge-Sharing Practices and Mechanisms in Interactions
between Japanese ESL Learners and Native Speakers of English

YAMAMOTO, Aya
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The purpose of this research is to explore how Japanese speakers learning
English as a second language and native English speakers share their knowledge through face-to-face
interactions. Dyadic conversations were recorded between learners and native speakers who were not
familiar with each other. Methods of discourse analysis and the ethnomethodological approaches to
conversation were used for qualitative and quantitative studies on several interactional practices
related to knowledge sharing.
Close observation has illuminated that the discourse structures of the knowledge sharing practices
and revealed the linguistic forms and their functions that are exploited in such practices. The
results show how learners and native speakers seek and give each other advice, negotiate their
epistemic statuses, and identify their information gaps about a topic at hand.
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