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Lexicalized formulaic sequences: Their processing superiority and learning
conditions
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This study aimed to (1) develop an easy-to-use tool to measure processing
speed of formulaic sequences for learners of English and (2) investigate if there is processing
superiorit% of formulaic sequences among Japanese university students who are learning English.

By using the newly developed test called Formulaic Sequences Access Test (FSAT), which employs

self-paced reading method, 120 Japanese university students read 30 sentences with and without one

of the three phrasal verbs (look after, get to, and put on) and their reading speed of such phrasal

verbs were measured.

When compared with the same strings of words that were not to be treated as phrasal verbs, the
participants failed to show faster processing speed for phrasal verbs, and therefore, the processing
superiority. Further, there was no strong correlation between the processing speed of phrasal verbs
and English proficiency measured by TOEIC.
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Look after:

O How hard is it to look after a new—
born baby?

X  How happy did she look after she had
a baby?

Put on:

O When should I put on the dress?

X When was the dress put on the bed?
Get to:



O It was a closing time when I got to
the store.

X The ring you got to propose to her
was beautiful.
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